BELFOUNTAIN 


Fin the romantic region round the forks of the Credit, 
not far from the famous Devil's Pulpit, lies pretty 
little Belfounteain, one of the oldest settlements in 
this part of the province, the first pioneer, William 
Frank having arrived (Gen. Can. Directory) in 1825, 
ana@ soon after that having established the first grist- 
mill above the mountain, in Saledon towmship, This 
mill was afterwards zaegal by a Mr. McCurdy for 
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QI spite of first-class water-power facilities, 
Prushs 


industries never develope sea because the lana 
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in its immediate vicinity too rough to support a 


heavy agricultural population who might bring grist 
(Ce U fel 

to its mills. sat ft is igs picturesquen nis 

really attracts the visitor and gives it its particular 

character--a picturesqueness which the name suggests 


but does not exaggerate. 
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Octagonal building erected by Aréhibalad McNaughton, a Cmpe7 wi 
Aa siihans f . 
The Tub Was taken down end i. to Brin and the name 
was supposed to go with it t% there are get o1d- 
timers who affectionately prefer a) 
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$0on afterya saw mill and another grist-mill were 
mera, . 
erected in Tuk_town which had the usual blacksmith 


shop, hotel, and stores. 


This district has always held very intense political 
opinions. As far back as the time of the Rebellion 
of 1837, there were strong Conservative and Reform 
parties in the neighbourhood of Belfountain; and it 
is the proud boast of Ex-Reeve Jas. I. McDonald that 
the flintlock musket bought by his father in 1835 

and still in his possession is the only gun in the 
towmship which escaped seizure by the Loyalists. The 
story of the concealment of this gun in a space 
hollowed in the large beam mantel over the fire-place, 
where it lay through search after search of the house; 
the story of the cave in which Mackenzie took refuge 
in his flight through West Caledon; and the story 


of the disastrous results of a visit of the rebel 


chief andhis followers to a tavern where a Loyalist 
party was’in progress; are only three of the stirring 
tales of the time. 


Thet Belfountain did not cease to feel deeply its 
party affiliations as the years went on, is proved 

by the agitation in 1905 over the fitting of the- 
postmastership which had been vacant for three 

year, and which apparently had been used as a plum 

to dangle before the eyes of political Jack Horners 

for all that time, only to fall in the end to an ola 
friend of the party who\Brobably expected it all along. 


X But political rivalry does not disturb for long the 


good fellowship of the village. The dwellers are 
proud of their home, and it is likely to endure for 


a long time,sturdy and independent, though small and 


modest in its claims to fame. 


Towns snd Villages of Peel. 


Belfountain. 


Its first nome was Tubtown, supposedly sfter the 
octamzonnl building erected py Archibald MeNaughton 
to nouse nis coopersge and of the tubs made there. 

Later ot the instonee of Bush, the postmaster, it re- 
ceived the of*icinl designetion of Belfountsin, derived 
from France, probably by way of the United States. 

It lies in s cup in the hills on the western srm 
of the Credit a little sbove its junction with the main 
stream. The railrosd pnsses it by, but the most direct 
road between Toronto and Guelph pssses through it, 
crossing the little river on » graceful concrete arch. 

Its esrliest settler was Willinm Frank, a U. E. 
Loyalist, wno arrived in 1825, and soon set to work to 
dom the stream ond build s gristmill. The mill presently 
passed to MeOuriy ond by him rented to 9 man named Bull. 
The two had 2 dispute, ending in xuw 4 fisnt, in which 
MeCurdy was mocked down and struck his head on 9 stone, 
with fatal results. Bull was sent to Kingston for a 
year's imprisonment, and this seems to nave been the 
only tragic event connected with the peaceful nistory 


of the villare. 
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In the middle of the last century the village 
bocsted » sawmill, a flour mill, a tannery, snd binck- 
smith shop, one or two stores and » dozen or more 
nouses. 

Stending ss it does at the foot of the erent Caledon 
escarpment, the land roundabout is too rough and hilly 
for forming on any extensive scale. There was little 
demand for the water power furnished by the river, end 
so Belfountain dreamed sway its quiet and wnevent?ul 
existence. 

tradually the little industries died out, snd the 
place beesme simply a place where the farmers got their 
msil snd made their few purchases at the store. It 
seemed, like so meny other Peel villeges, snout to pass 
into oblivion. 

It was the besuty of its situation tnat saved it 
from tnast fete. Artists fell in love with it; ¥. st. 
Thomas Smith, Herbert Palmer ond Owan Staples becerme 
regular visitors, ani summer cottages began to be built 
round about. 

Pinally oome Mr. C. W. Mack, @ rubber stamp manu- 
Tecturer of Toronto, and built there Lukenuf, turning 
to account vitm subtle skill the natural beauties of the 


Plsce, and creatine an ertistic triumph. 
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Mr. Mack nes no love for § brass bend: he does not 
trumpet nis ucnievements; nis desire is to do good by 
stealth. To this ena ne hes thrown open his lovely 
garien to tne wnole rorld, and he hes built a visitors’ 
cottege Zor the accommodetion of wenry business girls 
from tne city seeking 2 cheap xxztinn vacation. They 
come in froups of eignt to fourteen, bringing their own 
food and vediding, and the only charee to them is two 
dollers “or electricity for cooking end light. In this 
way ne nos provided for as many as 9 nundred and thirty 
in 9 summer. 

He seys, and his sincerity 1s unquestionable, tnat 
ne does not want to be praised, but"Mack's Place” is 
famous tunrougnout tne countryside, ss it deserves to be, 
ani many people have hed reason to bless nis neme. 

Belfountain nos known stirring times, pserticularly 
in the rebellion of '37. The peonle theresbont nold 
their politicsl opinions tenaciously, and there was 
tnen a strong reform element thet followed Mackenzie 
in nis revoit sgsinst the imiquities of the Family 
Compact. 

The nills of Caleton were relentlessly combeil by 
Government supnorters softer tne rebellion, snd J»mes 
¥. McDoneld proudly displsys the old flintlock musket 


which ne ssys is the only firearm thet escaped seizure 


in the to»msnip. 


It belonged to nis father, who nid it in a nollow 
beam over nis ?ireplsce, and though the nouse was several 
times seurened it escaped detection. Mackenzie is ssid 


to neve hidden in a nesrby enve during nis flight, and 


it is certsin thet many of his followers were in } iding 


for some time in tne neigubourine pills. 


As long »8 mankind 2inds joy sand pesce in » com- 


bination of nills, trees end sparkling water, Belfoun- 


vain will continue in its modest way to Plourisn. 


tion scientists may bave for the odd 
rock formation, Belfountain. 
known as the Devil's Pulpit, an In- 
dian legend familiar tO some resl- 
dents of the district hes & romantic 
story of its origin, 

South of Belfountain 8 high wall 
of solid rock forms the south bank of 
the Credit River, the wall being ser- _, 
enty feet high, except in one place/ 


where a shaft of rock has apparenisy 
split off from the main wall, / 
separate piece being in the shape of 


ere were 


days living in the vaiey, one tribe 
living in the south fection and the 
other in the north<a third tribe Ur- 
ing south of tho/Csledon Mountains 
|The three tripts were friendly ani 
| prosperous, gimme was plentiful, end 
| tbe Fiver ehounded with fish. 

| One ofthe braves of the souther: 
| group, Selng refused in sult for th: 
\hand/of a maiden from the trib: 
s0u}6 of the mountain, stole her anz 
took her to his tepee st the edge of 
Abe cliff, When tribesmen fol- 


¢, the braves from 


‘The strife angered tne guds, and 
the God of Lightning was semt to take 
revenge, according to the tegen 
‘This he did by striking the cltff be 
Bind the Indian's tepee, éplitting the 
rock snd learlng it standing so far 
‘out that no one from the main bank 
could reach that portion. So the 
breve starved to death on top of the 
rook. 
‘More punisliment came on the two 
erring tribes. The blow killed all the 
snd fish, starvetion accom- 
panied by disease wiping out botir 
tribes, leaving nothing to show for 
their stay except the huge rock whic 
is the mecca of hundreds of tourists 
each season, 
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Thousands of people visit the place during the 
week and on Sundays, Mr. Mack has never departed one 
iota from his original intention concerning the place, 
that it was to be a feast of beauty for eye and mind, 


and not a resort for Sunday picnicing. There is no 


bathing on Sunday notices all over the grounds prohibit 
smoking, visitors are requested politely to be quiet 

and orderly to keep off the private grounds and to injure 
nothing anywhere on the grounds. It would be a person of ‘ 
very poor spirit indeed who would refuse to comply 


with such reasonable requests in view of the vast hospi- 


tality conferred in free access to the grounds. 

In addition to the various features of Mack's that 
are already familiar to the public, is the Indian cave, 
just below the falls in course of construction by Mr. 
Mack. The idea is solely his own conception and be- 
neath the most innocent-looking flower bed hides the 
Goof of the cave. This is reached by descent of steps 
built down the side of the rocky bank of the river and 
"Oh"'s and "Ah"'s are frequent and audible as visitors 
pass into the cool gloom of the cave. There is an 


ingenious arch of Credit stone to support the roof, 


& and a number of ventilation shafts have been added 


The Conservator Aug. 23, 1928 
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which give a special beauty to the place. 

®t the rear a tiny gnome stands out from the rock 


to guard the place and ta insure the rule of the 


faery spirits of the glen. On one side of the 


cave will be a cabinet for curiosities, and on the 


other,: lighted, from the outside, a tank for fish. 
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The visitors’ cottage hes—neverbeen—empty—this— 
—summes, over 150 visitors : - 
hospitality -0f ii._aid_lves-“Sack.—_the--visiters—have _ 
been groups of 6 to 1 ‘ee whe bring, their own bedding 
and food, and-whese ? only expense in connection HEXXHXIE 
RAKES with dgfortnight'a outing $2.00, waiex=s= 
charged for the electricity -taey use in cookings {She 
cottage is designed primarily to give rest and change 
to business girls and they get free bathing, boating and 
an outing in the most beautiful section of the Caledon 


Mountains, for very small outlay. 


The number of summer cottages in the firtece on the 
heights about Tukenuf (eo Cewuey growing : 
Tease; the locality proving to have special attrac- 
tions for SEtLBSEs writers and musicians, Gamong the pro= 


Geto as) 


bodle bray 


@ wwere W. St. Thomas Smith, Canada's greatest marine 
at WL 
painter; Herbert Palmers aberekery, of the Ontario Art 
sand sitar Staples, tne ee eben ' = 


wood, 
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Belfountain, Ontario. 
Feb., 18, 1936. 


Mr. Wm. Perkins Bull, K.D., 
Toronto, Ontario. 


Dear Sir: 
I forgot to mention the fact that 
e there is a cayie down below, in the rock but 
no one has ventured in for the opening is 
barred a little by a huge rock. 

Of course there is &@ magnificient 
view from the top of the rock and "Lookout 
Point" commands a view of the whole country= 
side and some say its Lake Simcoe that is 
away off near the horizon. 

Really, one has to be visit the 
place in order to fully appreciate its 
beauty, for you have the feeling that "you 
have eyes to wonder but lack tongue to praise". 

Yours very truly, 


@ (sgd) "Mame Willis" 
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Meredith Crescent, 
ih — 23 January, 1933. 


C. We Mack, Esq., 
Belfountain, 


glad to have details about your summer home. Quite 
a good description of the estate was gisen in The 
Conservator, from which I learned of 


& 


Ontarioe g 


Dear Mack: 
Qhanks for your letter of January 4th. I am 


t, but it was wv 


: not clear whether the grounds were public or private. 
Cbalialel privat, Parr nclr, boPhaiag bra Plaka fore 
t 


oe 
@here was a reference to a new development in 


—4 the Indian Cave. If you have made any similar 
ons to the property I would be interested in 
& / sincluding a reference to them under the story of 


4 = > selfountain, since your place is obviously the chief 
Dithnag re SStourist attraction of the district. 


ce i Sey 35 
ie) <emene A 
CU. I think I have the details about the business 
girls' holidays and am glad to know that you are 


a eee ad this splendid hospitality. 

— ) G 

: wr rst pAchh ~Re Y ~ btere 

[ne SOLE aa enclosing one of my general questionaires . 
and would be pleased if you would fill in the 


answers to any questions with which you can help me. 


I 


Yours faithfully, 


%) ~P.To 


wp /HP. Wa. Perkins Bull 
= Encl. 
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Meredith Crescent, 
~ 19 January, 1933. 


Mrs. Tf. W. Meek, 
Alton, 
Ontario. 


Dear Hattie Dyer: 


In the Conservator of August 23, 1928, "Mack's 


oe var ee -Place™ is described as one of the beauty spots of 
Ww: aledon. From the description it appears to be near 
gatemoel™ (a but I should like to be quite sure of 
this and also of the name and address of the proprietor 
so that I could write to him if he is still there for 


me further detaijs of the establishment. Are ee = 
with the place and can ats ein tae mez 


@ Cy ee aan YT gs 


In the same article I find a reference to the 


heights about Lukenuf but it is not clear whether 
Lukenuf is the name of Mack's Place or of some other 


w Au summer resort. 
NS 
yw : Yours faithfully, 


wes /HP. Wm. Perkins Bull 


Pa eS © RAIN, Cel +. , i ‘se OP £) Sti = 
rad oh i “our niles farther slong an excellent graveliod highway * : 
. * ‘ 
to the north is another pleasing picture--Bellfountain, oy 
Ye , by A 
where man has vied with Nature in beautification. It 
@ algo {s on the Credit, where 1+ makes a splashing descent 


fromthe Caledon Tilis. ‘The stream has been dammed in a 
rocky gorge. An ornamentel bridge is constructed just 
above the lake and the banks of the lake cribbed with 
rock. Under the maples on the near side a public picnic 
@ space, with tables and benches, has been provided and all 


are free to drins in the abundant beantiesi’ Just below the 
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HO. November 25, 1951. 


@ Land of Yerdant Love iness Cont'd. 


thedam cascadée is strung a spide 


re bridge leading 
to the further high 


y a rustic seat from which 
are unfolded exquisit glimpses of green lawns, brilliant 
flowers, and fountains The Torontonian responsible 


for the in nad som his work lovingly and 


with true at 
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BELFOPUNTAIN 
& Small post village in the township of Caledon, county 1 


of Peel, 16 miles from Georketown the nearest station, contains 


good water privileges. sacs ee 100. 
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THURSDAY JULY 21, 1927. 


| (Gastonia BRIDGE FORMALLY OPENED, 
later Swlradh 


Progress with its transforming finger is touching every 


section of Peel county, and one of the most outstanding and 
important of the many transformations is to be seen in the 
picturesque village of Belfountain, Cupped between shelter- 
ing hills, the little villages has existed in solitude for 
well over a century, having resounded in its earliest days 
@ to the axe of Peel's settlers, Always remote from the busy 

traffic of the later years, the village slept undisturbed 
by the clamor of the outer world, until its possibilities 
as a summer resort were opened up by Charles Mack, whose 
beautification of the little Credit, has given joy to 
scores of thousands of visitors....To-day, Belfountain is 
@ slumbrous hamlet no longer. It is connected with Toronto 
on the south, Guelph on the west,by a modern artery of 
business traffic. The well-known Guelph road, known to 

the pioneers as a hazardous avenue by which the Royal City 
could be reached has become a "good" road, changed and 
graded and filled, ,and treated by every art of the modern 
road-builder, until it is safe as a Provincial Highway. 


And over the little Credit just where it brawls its way to 


S| Mack's has been erected a splendid modern structure, a ; 
ponderous concrete bridge that will carry the traffic of 


\ another century without the intervention of man, 


e : aoe 


e Standing beneath the bridge, one looks upward at a 
startingly beautiful 17th century design,--an arch so 
perfect that it catches the breath... 


The opening of this beautiful structure took place 
on Tuesday night, when a barrier of white satin ribbon 
Placed across the road for the purpose, was formally cut 
with scissors, presented to S. Charters, M.P., for the 
occasion by Reeve W. J, Wilson, and the bridge declared 


to be opened for traffic. ... ( tha 


In Peel there is a telephone to every 8 persons, 

a motor car or a Yord (laughter) to every 10 or 12 
g people. Peel is brilliant from end to end with electric 

light. There is a smaller number of illiterates in Peel 
than in any other county (applause). There are as 
many miles of good roads in Peel as in any other 
county, and there are fewer uneultivated acres. 

Mr. Charters then showed how the progress 
of Peel had been manifested in better schools, better 
salaries to teachers, how Peel benefits by such 
improved legislation as Mothers’ Allowances, Workmen's 
Compensation, how the 106 taverns of 60 years ago have 
all been wiped out how churches have been improved 


both in buildings and fn management. 
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Pioneer Days. 


@ Caledon. | 


At one time the village that is noted to-day 


(Belfountain) only for its beautiful scenery had 
<I oe 
not only 


grist mill but a woollen mill and a tannery. 
The Loyalists had brought sheep with them and the 


“Scotch settlers took some of the sheep a to raise on 


shares thus providing themselves with wool and meat. 


Conservator 31 March, 1905 x a 
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BELFOUNTAIN 

There is a stir in the air. The Grits have at last 
mustered up courage to fill the sponney in the post office. Mr. Byam, 
who for years ft filled the position very acceptably, died more than 
three years ago. There was the customary scramble for the office. 
Elections pending. The office was kept open until the local elections 
of 1902 were held. The numerous applicants were invited to hustle 
and thereby qualify for the office. They hustledy the election” 
was held, but the reward come not. Me Dominion election was in sight, 
and nothing could be done fight was over, The elections of last 
Nov. again saw the ap) ne and their, friends fighting for the Grit 
pos ey some of a; jm. i ages their convictions. The vacancy 

ie 


had hoaun serv purjuace and again the appointment was delayed. 


The loc ee 8 again coming on and every particule of patronage 


that was in the hands the ‘two_governments Was used for John Smith. 


The postmastership wa dangled before the eyes bf the eager and expec= 
tant. A number were- 
when definite promises were made. And now that the date for entering 


/ 
ulking until a few efore the election, 


a protest has passed the appointment is made, and after three years of 
waiting and 


weary/Vigilant s ce Jas. McDonald has the job. The others are 


sore, and threatening all kinds of vengeance on the head of John Smith. 
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Our firends the Liberals are having a hice little row 

over the Belfountain postmastership. The position has 
ae 


been vacant for three years. An appointmgnt has at 


last been made, without, it is Perortadetbe 


fy. ¥ 
Nghe’ Fedimendation 


of local he Phoymedt 


we do not know, bpt 1 4 Warren and others of Mr. 
ST 


Smith's bosom companions are Waiting for a visit from 
him. Liberels were in the habit of leaving eack 


such matters to the executive committee of the party. 
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The only place of importance on the west branch of 


the Credit was Belfountain or "Tubto 


Lynch in 1855 as "McCurdy's villeg 


established mill and several industries. 
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MITCHELL & CO.'S GENERAL DIRECTORY FOR THE CITY OF 


TORONTO AN 


GAZETEER OF THE COUNTIES OF YORK AND PEEL 


FOR 1866. , - 
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Page 432 BELFOUNTAIN bs Me 


Population 100. 


Brock, M., cabinetmaker 

Herring, Noah, postmaster and grist mill owner 
Hughson, G. M., saw mill proprietor 

McTaggart, Peter, waggon maker 


Mitchell, John, blacksmith - 2 


Steele, James, tanner and currier 
, , 


hip, seven miles’ 
from Charleston, where there 


is excellent water-power, but 


» 28 yet, is linited to a flour mill, 
ao 
tannery, and two sew miles, 


the number of works 


fhe timber around the district 


embraces beech The farms are 
good, the lan the general 
characterist 
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Kingston, Ont. A Re 


On Brock's furniture store in Tatetown 


(Bellfountain) there was a sign 


"Coffins made and repaired." 


I have seen this myself. 


Add to BELFOUNTAIN 


From J.G.Sharp&s letter under Terra Uotta 


"The first grist mill/ 'above the mountain! was 
4 erected at what is now the village of Belfountain, 
by the Franks, and bd ae tah operated by a 
Mr. McCurdy, a name gta perpetuated in MeCurdy 


St. in said <iiabe rae 4 Ge) 


W, B. KELLY OWN LIFE BUILDING, 
MEMBER, CROWN LIFE CLUB, 55-59 YONGE STREET, 
1931-32 _- TORONTO, ONT. 
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Mrs. A. MeColl, Inglewood, oe 
si ee an 
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\ 1 to, el fountain (or Tubtow ) 


Alton Belfountain (or Tubtown) on branches of 

the Credit also boasted their saw mills and grist 

/ mills while the Forks of the Credit was almost a 
wilderness until. the Quarrie men and the artists 
put it on the map of Caledon, about the time 
the Toronto Parliament Bldgs. were erected. 
The Hardy set mentioned in "gmith's Canada Past, 
Present and Future, Vol. 2" in 1818 include 


the MacDonalds and McGregors\who came in 1820. 
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The MeColls and Balmers in 1828 and numerous others 


who settled in what was known as\the "Wilderness! 


(not historical) 
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Information from Miss Grace Brown. 1 as Sarre 
va 


ae tes 
@ INDUSTRIES 
(At Belfountain -:Tub Town) 
(Information - Little Avgilable) i 
1. Huston's Saw Mill was later owned by Huston & 
Hillis - Not in operation for 30 years. 
2. Mr. ‘Pringle also owned a Sawmill 
3. a Mr. McCurdy owned a Sawmill. 
4. Mr. Charlie Grasely planed lumber and made 
e “Shingles where Iir. Mack's dam is. 
Sawing was originally done by an upright 
saw, followed by the circular saw. 
5. Grist Mill - Flour and chopping stones 
- owned by a llr, Byam later by a 
Mr. Thomas Dodds of Erin. 
ae ae Has not run for marly 40 years. ® 
Mr. Wm. MeDonald of Selfountain was blacksmith for 44 years 
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KFORD COUPLE 
MIARK 60 YEARS 
“TF WEDDED LIFE 


4/ and Mrs. George W. Pearce 
*® Observe Diamond Jubilee 


Tomorrow 
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Tub Shape 
Recluse Gave Nickname 
To Scenic Setletment. 


Interesting Comment of 
Traveler Through Several 
Counties of Western Ontario 
In 1869 Found In Letter 


By A. E. Byerly 

One of the mest interesting ac- 
counte we have ever seen In regard to 
the township of Caledon, and. its) 
pelghbors, Eremosa and Erin is found 
in a letter dated from Caledon, Aor. 
% 186% The gentleman who wrote 
the letter hed been visiting in Elora 
and leaving that village, he went to 
|Pergus. then throngh Eramosa and 
into Erin by stage, ultimately arriv- 
|!ng at Caledon where he lived. 
| Many early travelers visited var- 
[fous parts of Onterio and have left 
jin Beok form a deceription of their 
[Journeys but stories retating to travel 
|! the tack townships of Wellington, 
|Haitom, Peel and other counties are 
scarce and this letter from the Cale- 
dom gentleman constitutes a rare re- 
cord. 

Leaving Elora be writes: “Within 
three miles of Fergus we reached the 
northern limit of Eramoca; this town-' 
ship fs one of the finest for farming! 
purposes in the County ef Wellington. 
‘The land is fertile and rolling, and 
the greater part of it is now under! 
cultivation. The principal tributaries! 
of the Speed flow through it from| 
north-east to south-west Spring! 
crops receive most attention, as it is 
found that Pall wheat cannot be re- 
lied upon; and a large surface is year- 
ly devoted to the culture of root 
|erops; so that Eramosa and superior 
cattle are synonymous. The people 
themselves are frugal, industrious 
and in the main {ntelligent. At the! 
‘south of the township lies Rockwood. 


td 


d Home Of 


much abused gentleman perched on a 
projecting crag, sagely discoursing to 
Mstentng thousands, The latter re- 
celved its name from the fact, that in 
°37 a number of Mackenzie's support- 
ers fled to it for shelter, and were fed 
and looked after for some time by 
thelr female friends. 

“Within 2 quarter of a mile from 
[where {t stands is Rockside Castie. 
the abode of Alex. McLaren, # 
staunch Reformer, who in 1863 un- 
successfully opposed J. H. Cameron 
for the County of Peel, This castle, 
erected ata cost of over $6,000, 
stands on one of the highest points 
of land. From the top of the tower, 
om a clear day, the Burlington. 
Helghts above Hamilton—at a dis? 
tance of 50 miles in a direct Ines 
Jean be seen by the naked eye with 
distinctness. From a point) half-a- 
|mile east of the Castle (called Duke's 
Hilt) can be seen’ the whole countrs._ 
[between this and Toronto, 40 miles 
distant. It is next to impossible to 
Mescribe the pleasure one recelves in 
viewing at once this wide stretch of 
country, varied by clumps of dark 
green woods, fields of yellow grain, 
stately farmsteads and smiling vil- 
Jages mixed up in, “graceful confue 
sion." The whole of the country bee 
tween the bottom of the mountain 
and the lake is a dead level, It ia 
conjectured by many that the flat was 
at some remote period the bed of the 
lake, and that the waters laved the 
base of our hills. 
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“Throughout the whole of the tewn- 
‘ships of Nichol, Eramosa, Erin, Cale~ 
don and Chinguacousy, the crops are 
unusually good. ‘The hay crop hay 
been heavy, although a great deal of 
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.{which structure still 


e|rve places, of 


® station of the Grand "Trunk and an 
enterprising little village; while a few! 


{miles east, In-a quiet nook, may be 


found the romantic village of Ever- 
ton, 

“Woe proceeded at @ rapid rate 
down the second concession of Era- 
mosa till We came to what used to 
bo called Worsfleld Corners, where 
we had to wait for the Erin stage, 
which leaves Guelph at 2 p. m. on 
Mondays, Wednesday and Fridays. 
‘The gravel road which connects! 
Guelph and Erin ts, I may say, the! 
best in the County being made of fine 
gravel, it Is as smooth as plank— 
even in wet weather. 

VISIT TO ERIN 

“Erin: is much more varied In sur- 
face and more rugged than Eramosa, 
and is twice the size. It ts watered 
on the west by two branches of the 
Speed, and on the east by an affluant 
of the Credit, The principal villages, 
are Ballinafad at the south, Ospringe: 
at the west, Hillsburg at the north, 
and Erin, at the east. Of these the 
chief is Erin, which does a brisk lo- 
eal trade and contains about 600 in- 
habitants, ‘The soil of Brin ts gener- 
ous, and ylelds a gratifying return to 
the farmers. ‘The people, mostly 


| Highlanders are kind, hard-working, 


Impulsive, and more than ordinarily 
Intelligent. ‘We arrived at Erin vil- 
lage at seVen, and were prevented 
going further by the thunder-storm 
which wis so violent in the northern 
part of tho county, We, however, 
reached our destination, Caledon, 
uring the forenoon of Saturday. 
Caledon fs one of the roughest 
townships in Ontario, ‘Tho holghts 
which enter Canada at Queenston, 
and run close to the lake shore strike 
up through Nelson, Nassagaweya and 
Wsquexing, and culminate 1n their’ 
greatest hoight In Caledon, ax well a» 
in thelr grentest distance from the 
lake, In other places the slope to 
the summit is gradual and regular 
and the country above, a rolling 
plateau: but In Caledon tha way up 
winds from side to sldo to ayold deep] 
gulleys or steop rocks; and having 
gained the top we find the surface! 
torn open by the two turbulent arms) 
of the Credit, ‘Tho chief gorge coms 
inences at the little Clachan of Belle- 
Fontaine, or Tubtown as it is more! 
popularly known, from tho ciroum= 
stances that a fow years ago an ec~ 
conttle genity named McNaughton, a 


-Jeooper by trie, bullt a large barrel 


or tub in which he ate and slept. He 
afterwards changed his quarters to 
Erin, but the Erinites, not willing 
that thelr villago™should be nick-nam- 
éd, made him promise that he would 
not build a house of this shape, 


.|BUILDS ANOTHER TUB 


He continued to evade tho promise 
by bullding one with aight sides, 
stands, ‘This 
zorge, from 120 to 200 foot in dopthy 
le from half-a-mtle to « mille in width, 
On one wide the precipice. proper 1 
from 60 to 100 feet high, and from the 
bottom of the preciplos to ‘the bed. of 
the river there is’ a rapid descent of 
45 degrees, covered with huge rocks 
and trunks of trees, interlocked with 
vines, shrubs and bushes. 

“On the other side, steep and 
wedge-shaped hills, clad to thelr tops 
with trees and having gloomy ravines! 
between ther, Start up in every di- 
rection and come in close to the edge 
ot the stream. <A view of the gorge 


.|Is one of the grandest in Ontario, The 


Dovil's Pulpit and the Radical's Hole 
local celebrity. How 
the name of the former has arisen is 
A mystery; but any one visiting the 
rocks might fancifully imagine that 


Jacob, Woollstock, Mrs. 1, Egeman, 
Norwich, Mrs. H, Cornwall, Burford, 
and Mre, George Gilbert, Tillsonburg. 
Mrs, Pearce has one sister, Mrs. 
‘Thomas Stroud, Mount Elgin. Mr, 
land Mrs, Pearce have one son Wil- 
liam H. of Dereham, a daughter, Mrs. 
Clarence Lowrlé, ‘Tillsonburg. four 
grandchildren and ohe sicat grand- 
child. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pearce have beet 
readers of the Free Press for many 
years and eagerly look forward to 
thelr morning paper, 


euncuLy mas ween eaperiencer 
saying it, Conslderable of the Fall 
wheat has lodged, and rust has 
slightly injured some flelds. In 
scarcely a single instance have 1 
heard of that pest, the midge. In 
former years it was deemed almost 
impossible to grow Fall wheat on 
account of the midge. 

‘Thus is given one of the most com> 
prehensive jetters we have seen for 
long time, and the only one that has 
come our way describing in such @ 
full and glowing manner the beautit 
Of the Credit valley. No doubt in the 
many years that have passed since 
that letter was penned, some of the 
natural: beauty has been destroyed, 
usually at the hands of man, But at 
‘Pubtown, the tourist will find in ad- 
dition to the natural scenery, ® 
magnificent park, dotted with Ial 
waterfalls and caves, created by a 
‘Toronto’ gentleman who has his sum- 
mer home there, ‘Thousands of vis!t- 
ors yearly visit this place and enjoy 
tho’ comforts and pleasures so freely 
provided. Along tho river bank picnic 
grounds are provided and stairways 
lead to points of interest, All that 
We seo lacking Is the Tub which gave 
Belle Fontaine its once famillar name 
of Tubtown. Such a stub would be 
seen at advantage on the hillside 
over-looking the fountain and. cave, 
and would add to the historle lore of 
the neighborhood. 

Charleston once principal town of 
Caledon township is now: called Cale- 
don, the other name long since having 
disappeared, Worsfleld Corners was 
wo named after a settler of that 
name, but it too has undergone w 
change in name. It is generally 
onlled the Four Corners, and its’ post= 
office designation is Eramosa, 


WINTER TURKEYS WHERE 
YOU THINK THEY'LL LAY 


‘Turkeys should be wintered where, 
they ro expected to lay in the 
spring. Mouxed during the winter 
months In such @ place as a straws 
barn, they have o very fine place to 
make thelr nests when laying come 
mences, ‘Curkeys aro rather Inclined 
to make thelr nests in concealed 
places, duo to their wild instinet, and 
it some provision is not made to 
offaet this habit, many of the emg 
may be lost or destroyed hy pred 
tory animals, About the time when 
the ‘wet mash fs beings commenced 
for the noon foed, suitable nests 
casily he constructed with board 
one inch material, eight to twelve 
inches wide and three feet tong, mak- 
Ing & square frane.—Turkeys, bulles 
tin 15% Dominion Department wt 
Agriculture. 


Japan has a thunderstorm service 
which 1s particularly useful to {tw 
agriculturiéta. Two hundred and nine: 
teen observation posts, manned by 
the employées of the various electri~ 
eal compantes and placed at about 141 
miles apart, inform the meteorologl~ 
cal service of the government of any 
thrententng thunderstorms ever an 
area of 90,000 square miles. 


Sharp Warning 
In Old E} pitaph 


have 
been insgribed upon tomb stones, 
but among the strangest are those 
that adorn the crumbling marble 


Some strange itaphs 


headstones in the old Killean 
cemetery, near Hespeler. 

‘The dour, unbending character 
of the early Scottish people who 
settled that district and whose 
bones moulder in the Killean bur= 
ial ground is graphically epitomiz= 
ed in the epitaph which adorns 
one 90-year-old headstone. It 
reads: 

“Cursed be their bones, unsound 

their rest, 

That e're around this plot mo~ 

lest. 

Unless they be my kinSmen 

near, 
e no right to slumber 


CALEDON MINUTES 1888-9 


EXPENDITURE. 
(7 0 Ay! h ce hikes 
1868 
a , AO Mar. 20 By paid W. McLaren, for Belfountain Mechanics‘ 


Institute....$20 00 


CALEDON TWP. MINUTES 

1907 

Council Chamber, 16 December, 1907. 
Pee 33 
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Caledon Public library, annual grant.........$ 15 00 


Alton Public Library, annual grantessereseses 


( Belfountein Public Li brary, annual grant..... 


\. 


Inglewood Public Library, annual EraNteseeess 
Mono Road Public Library, annual grant...eee 


eee 


15 00 
15 00 
15 00 
5 00 


CALEDON TWP, MINUTES 
adil’ &y tf Lert 
December 1) to ais 1905 


pg. 25 
20 November 1906. 
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Angus Blair, grant to Belfountain library........$15 00 
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Babliography - 


Minutes and By-Laws of the Corporation of the 
Township of Caledon 


January, 1904, to December, 1904 


Banner Print, Orangeville. (Printed Pamphlet) 

Council Chamber, 16 Feb. 1904. 

eee 

Limebeer ~ Smeaton 

e«ethat this Council instruct the assessor for the west 
half of the township to describe all property in 

the villages of Gl fountai end Inglewood on the roll 
according to registered maps of said villages, and 

that he be paid for said services the sum of $20. 
Carried. 


see 


ae. 


ge CALEDON TWP. MINUTES 
For the year 1910. 
\) 15 December, 1910. 


«that the Public Libraries at Caledon,/Belfountain,) 
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Inglewood and Alton, be granted $15.00 each.--Carried. 


CALEDON TWP. MINUTES 


January 1905 to December 1905 
Council Chambers 


Pg. 5. 
11 April, 1905. 


T. H. Graham, grant to Inglewood Libraryecsesee 
Thos. Quinn, grant to Charleston Library....... 
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\Originally Known 
‘As “Tub Town” 


| Once Thriving Community 
of 300 With nery and 
Saw and Grist Mill 


In the early eighties Belfountain 
(then called Tub Town) was about, 
a mile from the intended railway 
bridge of the C.V.R. which would 
cross the Credit River at an im-| 
mense height, the structure bein: 
about 900 feet long and 89. fee 

“Thigh quite close to the fanted local- 
_ ity for picnic’s called “Devil’s Pul- 
pit”, The rocks at this point were || 
almost perpendicular to the extent 
of several hundred feet. In those 
days if the railroad was completed, | 
the travellers would enjoy a rare! 
treat.as there was never such | 
scenery to be found in Canada, The 
traveller would have natural mag- 
nificent scenery, wild and romantic, 
both beneath and on each side of 
him, once he entered the Glen near 
Belfountain the whole way up 
through Churchs’ Falls to Alton. 
The trout fishing along the river 
was excellent and every year large 
wantities of fish were carried) 
wR} hy angler In those days 
Belfountain had a population of 
300, and contained a tannery, a) — 
‘saw and grist mill, one hotel, and) — 


township in w! 
in was discovered that sheltered the 
precious Bible Burns erate che 
‘and Mary. Now, . though Bel- 
fountain.was a pretty name, in 
which both the English French 
languages were wi lized, it was not 
the first name given to the oe 


a log cab- 


William McDonald, the honest 
Dlacksmith, was always willing to 
hand out information. Quoting 
from the M.S. of the early days 
‘almost verbatim, Belfountain was 
‘called Tubtown at first. Of course 
people could not go there to catch 
was done more than 


the ne 
house he would 


So he put up a tub, the staves of 


which were twelve feet “hoops” in- 
geniously fastened tox: 
they met with iron cl 
own devising. Mr. 
gaits 


ther where 
ips of his 
McDonald was 
with these cunning 
feet 


taken 
. The “Tub” was 


Caledon township is Tepresented 


Reeve Albert D. McBride and 
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the site was a log cabin with moss 


parece later another 
owas built, 

the erection of. the 
building. The history 
log cabin 


it brick 
the first 
dates back 180 years. 


Mrs. Hillock has in her possession 


it the present time two 
wheels which date back 


spinnin; 
over 1! 
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—— ys HK ‘Orangeville Sight is. is a Common| 
j i Pi Occurrence in | Belfoun- , 
Ny’ Ve ia ain District 
i |) os here, hay at 
jf : Sie’ Richard have thing om Manly 


live on the townline between 
P ‘They 


spring a yy of ‘adi ht 
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several — oe yan’ seen 
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